Sandy Town Council



Minutes of a meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 17 June 2013 commencing at 7.30 pm.  
Present: Cllrs Aldis, Butterfield, Jackson, Osborne, Pettitt, Runchman, Scott, Sharman, Smith, Sutton (Town Mayor) and White
Absent:  Cllrs Ali, Lynch, Maycock, Walsh
In attendance:  Town Clerk
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence (24-2013/14)
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Lynch, Maycock and Walsh.  In addition PCSO Ann Jeeves and Central Bedfordshire Cllrs Sheppard and Maudlin had sent apologies for absence.


	2
	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations (25-2013/14)
i) Declarable Pecuniary Interests – None 
ii) Other Interests - Cllr Aldis drew attention to his role as Town Council representative on the Village Hall Committee in connection with agenda item 9.  Cllr Scott drew attention to his role as President of Sandy Football Club in connection with agenda item 8 and  Cllr Osborne noted that he was Chairman of Sandy Football Club (agenda item 8)  and a member of Sandy Village Hall Committee (agenda item 9). 


	3
	Minutes of Town Council meeting (26-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the annual meeting of Sandy Town Council held at 7.30 pm on 13 May 2013 as a correct record of proceedings.  The Town Mayor, Cllr Sutton apologised for her absence on that occasion and expressed her appreciation of the many messages of support sent to her at the time.    The Mayor made her formal declaration of acceptance of the office of Mayor before the Town Council.



	4
	Minutes of Committees and Sub-committees and recommendations therein non included on the main agenda (27-2013/14)
i) RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the Development Scrutiny Committee meetings held on 22 April 2013, 29 April 2013 and 20 May 2013.
ii) RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the Policy Finance and Resources Meeting held on 20 May 2013 and to approve a recommendation therein to revise Standing Orders to permit issue of summons, agenda and other meeting papers by electronic means to those members who wished to receive their documents by this method and who requested this from the office staff.

iii) RESOLVED to approve a recommendation made by the Community Services and Environment Committee at a meeting on 20 June 2013 to obtain a valuation for land behind 1,3,5,7 Lime Avenue and 1-5 Ash Close from the District Valuer.  The Town Clerk noted that a quotation for the valuation would be obtained in the first instance.


	5
	Policing in Sandy (28-2013/14)
RESOLVED to receive the written report on policing and community safety within Sandy provided in advance of the meeting by PCSO Ann Jeeves.  The Mayor noted that PCSO Jeeves’ email address was available if councillors had specific enquiries and she thanked the officer for her recent support.


	6
	Public Participation Session (29-2013/14)
No members of the public were present.

Cllr Aldis noted that before building work had started on the footpath in Station Road an old, non-functional fire hydrant (formerly the property of Sandy Urban District Council) had been removed for safe-keeping by the developers.  Sandy Historical Research Group was keen for this to be returned to a location as close as possible to the original position and an elector had asked if this could be arranged.  
RESOLVED to write to the developers and pursue the appropriate arrangements to achieve this outcome.


	7
	Finance (30-2013/14)
i) RESOLVED to approve the accounts for payment.  The Clerk answered questions on several items in the accounts.
ii) RESOLVED to note a summary report showing progress against the budget for 2013/14 this had been circulated before the meeting.  
iii) RESOLVED to note a report from the internal auditor which had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting and to approve the recommendation therein to create an earmarked reserve with the balance of the funds received in respect of adoption of public open space at Fallowfield.  Council also noted the auditor’s comments about the accounting treatment of the utilities and the bank interest but having noted exchanges of correspondence was satisfied with the Town Clerk’s accounting treatment of these items in the accounts. 

iv) RESOLVED to approve the accounts for the year 2012/13 which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to correct the following errors in the notes to the accounts on page 21 of meeting papers:  the word lesser to be corrected to lessee, the Bowling Green lease expiry date to be checked and confirmed, the description of the Cricket Club Lease to specify that “part of the Jenkins Pavilion” and the alignment of Cricket Club Lease year of expiry to be amended.  (Corrected copy in minute book.)
v) RESOLVED to accept the recommendation of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee and approve the annual return comprising the statement of accounts and the governance statement which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.
iv) Following discussion of additional information regarding the arrangements for insurance for the year beginning 1 July 2013

RESOLVED to instruct the Clerk to clarify and negotiate the terms of the proposed three year insurance agreement with Aviva for the Town Council’s combined general insurance policy.  
RESOLVED to include the War Memorial in the insurance policy for the forthcoming year.

RESOLVED to renew the Town Council’s motor insurance with Red Star Equity for a period of one year from 1 July 2013 at a premium of £1,708.52 including policy administration fee and insurance premium tax.  



	8
	Football Pavilion – Application for Funds (31-2013/14)
An application for additional funds had been made to Sandy Town Council by Sandy Football Club because an unexpected  increase to the overall project costs for extending and refurbishing the Pavilion on Bedford Road Recreation had resulted in a shortfall of funds of £3000 for the project.  A report from the Clerk had been circulated in advance of the meeting and was noted.  The Clerk also added that the Football Foundation required the deed of variation amending the lease to be registered with the Land Registry which would involve legal and land registry fees and the Council was asked to consider this addition cost which would fall to the Club.  

Members expressed a range of views about the provision of a loan with 1% interest charged, an interest free loan or an outright donation to the Club.  

RESOLVED to provide an interest free loan of £3,000 (plus the costs of legal and land registry fees for registering the deed of variation) to Sandy Football Club, the monies to be provided when required by the Club and to be repaid over a period of 3 years in quarterly installments of £250 each beginning 3 months after the date of provision of the funds,  the final installment of the payment of the legal fees and land registry fees to be made at the end of the quarter following the three year period.  These legal fees would amount to £200 (being half of the original legal fees for preparing the deed of variation) and the total costs of the registration of the deed of variation at the Land Registry.

During the discussion members noted the importance of establishing ear marked reserves for the maintenance of all Town Council owned buildings.  The Mayor also drew attention to the fact that the S106 funding for the Football Pavilion project had not yet been confirmed.


	9
	Shefford and Sandy Hockey Club Storage Shed (32-2013/14)
An application for permission to locate a shed within the grounds leased by Sandy Town Council to Sandy Town Bowling Club had been received and was considered alongside a report from the Deputy Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to grant permission for a shed to be located near the Bowling Green (as shown on the map attached to the report) for an initial period of three years.  The Town Council would take no responsibility for insurance or maintenance of the shed and the Clerk was asked to prepare an appropriate and simple license agreement to be entered into by the relevant parties before the shed was put into position.  



	10
	Hearing Loop (33-2013/14)
Members debated appropriate arrangements to improve the accessibility of Council meetings by the introduction of modification to the building to improve audibility in the chamber and a further quotation for a combined PA and hearing loop system was considered.     

RESOLVED to delegate to Policy, Finance and Resources Committee the authority to approve a wireless amplification system for the chamber up to a maximum cost of £3,000.  It was agreed that this solution would provide increased audibility for all users including those with hearing aids not all of whom would be able to benefit from a hearing loop.  The existing portable hearing loop would be retained for use with the amplification system.  The Town Clerk was asked to obtain further quotations for the next meeting of Policy, Finance and Resources on 1 July 2013.  


	11
	Mayoral Communications (34-2013/14)
RESOLVED to note the Mayor’s engagements and items for information with a correction to the item described as Sandy Horticultural AGM which was in fact Sandy & District Allotment Association AGM.

The Mayor noted that consideration was to be given to a Mayor’s page on the website perhaps with a blog facility and further information would follow.  


	12
	Reports from Representatives  (35-2013/14)
i) Central Bedfordshire  Elected Representatives

RESOLVED to note a written report from the Ward Councillors of Central Bedfordshire Council which had been circulated before the meeting.  Members agreed that the report was rather generic and asked for a more focused, Sandy specific report on future occasions if possible.   Cllr Aldis reported that the outcome of the Beeston Timber yard hearing was still awaited and reminded members to advise him of specific issues to be brought to Central Bedfordshire Council’s attention.
i) Town Council Representatives on external bodies

No written reports had been received and the Mayor reminded members that written reports were preferred except in exceptional circumstances.  


	13
	News Release (36-2013/14)
None
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